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is significant of the great importance he attached to Rus-
sia's "historic mission"—as is further indicated by his mea-
sures of preparedness presently to be described. The effect
of the Liman von Sanders affair in Berlin was to strengthen
the feeling that though Sazonov was inclined to get excited,,
and even to bluff, it was doubtful whether he would have
England's support for his bluff. This was one reason why
Germany at first believed it probably safe to support Aus-
tria in July, 1914,
M.  SAZONOVV PLANS FOR PREPAREDNESS
M. Sazonov is pictured by many "revisionist" writers as
being "converted" in the fall of 1913 to the "Franco-Russian
war plot" which MM. Poincare and Izvolski had been
weaving since 1912 by "Balkanizing of the Franco-Eussian
Alliance."297 But this picture aoes too little justice to M.
Sazonov's independence of attitude, and gives too much
weight to the influence exerted by Izvolski and Poincare
on Russian foreign policy. M. Sazonov often pursued
Balkan policies which by no means wholly harmonized with
those of Izvolski and still less with those of Poincare. In
the winter and spring of 1914, Russian policy can be more
accurately followed in his reports to the Tsar and in the
minutes of Russian Councils than in the self-important
despatches of the Russian Ambassador in Paris. Izvolski's
influence on Russian policy has been exaggerated by Izvolski
himself and by writers who take him at his own valuation.
M, Poincare, to be sure, in his recent self-righteous memoirs,
goes mucli too far to the other extreme in attempting utterly
to discredit Izvolski. But there seems to be little doubt that
in the early months of 1914 Izvolski's influence was some-
what on the wane both in Paris and St. Petersburg. He
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